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NOTE TO MEDIA: A press conference with !~. del Vasto will be held
Wednesday at 11:30 A.M. in Kennedy Union, Room 222.
DAYTON, Ohio, October 31, 1974 - - - France's Lanza del Vasto, a Christian
Gandhian and leader of the pacifist move~ent, will speak Wednesday, November
13, at 8 P.M. in O'Leary Auclitorium at t he University of Dayton, sponsored
by Peace Studies Institute and Religion in Life.
A tall man, with white flowing hair and beard and deep set eyes, del
Vasto has been described as fulfill i ng the image of a patriarch, a role
which he fills as leader of the Co~nunity of the Ark, a group of persons
making their home in mountainous farn land in southern France where they
work on the land, spin and weave their o~m cloth and execute wood carvings.

(

del Vasto, author of over 20 books, a poet, philosopher and musician,
went to India in 1936 where he first met Gandhi. At that time he first
encountered Gandhi's non-violent philosophy and received from him the name
Shantidas (Servant of Peace).
del Vasto returned to France after his meeting with Gandhi where he
established the Community of the Ark. The community, although non-sectarian,
adhers strictly to tenets of non-violence; it is a working order of men and
women who put Gandhi's principle::: in-::,o practice in their daily life. Manual
labor is held as good not only to earn one's daily bread but to bring about
inner harmony of body and soul. Companions of the Ark take vows of nonviolence and dedication to truth, vows of purification, poverty, service,
work, responsibility, co-responsibility and obedience.
As their witness to the world, the community has protested the commission
of atrocities during the Algerian War by both France and the insurgents. As
visible expression of that witness, 30 companions and novices went to Paris
in 1958 and chained themselves to the r ailings around the obelisk in the
Place de la Concorde. FreID t hat time on, the Companions have demonstrated
continually against torture, internment camps, for the right to conscientious
objection and against the Bm .b. As a result of the Community's efforts,
conscientious objection is now recognized as a right in France.
The non-violent philosophy· promoted by Mr. del Vasto excludes neutrality,
fighting, flight and capitulat ion. Goal of the philosophy is to show one's
enemy the error of his ways through verbal persuasian and acceptance of what
ever punishment he inflicts.

-30-

